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SPEECH OF MR. JOHN GRISCOM, 


4 member of the Society of Friends, at the late Anniversary Meet- 
ing of the American Bible Society. 


It is with much diffidence that I venture taask leave of the 
Vice-President, and of this large assembly of my fellow-citizens, 
to make a few brief remarks on the interesting subject which has 
brought us this day together, and to introduce a motion, resulting 
both from personal regard and from a sense of publick obligation. 

The cause which has been espoused by this society I consider as 
of vital importance to the happiness of man. Neither my read- 
ing, nor other means of information, have made me acquainted 
with the existence of any people among whom the comforts, the 
refinements, and the virtuous endearments of life, have been enjoy- 
ed to any great extent, that were not influenced by motives, or go- 
verned by principles, which are strongly inculcated in the sacred 
volume. In what other book, in what code of morals or system of 
ethicks, not founded on the precepts of the Bible, do we find the de- 
pravity of human nature so faithfully delineated as to present a 
picture, the fidelity of which is verified by the daily experience 
of rota child of Adam? And where is the remedy for those evils 
to be found, but in the sources pointed out in the inspired page? 
It is alone in this volume, and more especially in the precepts and 
instructions of our Divine Master, that the selfishness of man and 
the hardness of the human heart are shown to be the springs of 
moral evil, the root of that corrupt tree which sheds its baneful in- 
fluence not only over the desert but over the gardens of human de- 
light, and embitters the waters of life. But the healing balm for 
all those wounds is here also poured forth. We are emphatically 
taught that the only sure bond of happiness, even in this life, is the 
love of God and the love of man. ‘The essence of the Christian 
spirit is love. It was this that prompted creation, and it was this 

at planned the means for man’s redemption and eternal bliss. 
“For God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son, 
that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have ever- 
lasting life.” 

From these and other considerations, I believe, in common with 
my fellow professors, that the sacred pages “are worthy of pre- 
ference to all other books in the world. For they are the words, 
sayings, and testimonies of God, Scriptures of truth, divinely in- 
spired writing, containing the judgments and statutes of the Lord, 
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and the magna charta of his church.” But yet, my friends, have 
we as members of this society, as Christians influenced by the 
love of the gospel, fully discharged our duty by simply distribu- 
ting the Bible? Invaluable as it is in itself, we shall all admit, that 
like every other gift of Providence, it is liable to be misused and 
grossly perverted. I trust we shall all admit that it cannot be 
thoroughly understood, and that its precepts will fail in their effi- 
cacy unless the perusal of them be accompanied with the reduc- 
tion of our own will, with a measure of that holy influence upon 
the heart, which qualified the sacred penmen themselves to become 
the vehicles of inspired truth. To the careless and indifferent 
mind the sublime doctrines of Scripture remain barren of edifica- 
tion. ‘To the cold heart of skepticism the mysteries of revelation 
are sealed as with bars of iron. But when the feelings are soften- 
ed by the operation of divine love, when that temper is produced 
which chaiacterizes those who are denominated in the gospel the 
poor in spirit, it is then that the blessed promises of holy writ, the 
animating descriptions in the “volume of the book,” become as 
medicine to the soul. It is then that the pious reader, sensible of 
the vast importance of the life to come, feels like the disciples on 
the road to Emmaus, his heart burn within him, while the sacred 
truths of Scripture are unfolded to his understanding. While this 
treasure is conveyed, by the efforts of Bible Societies, into the 
cottages of the poor and the hamlets of the ignorant, is it not 
therefore very important to remember, that ‘the preparation of 
the heart in man, and the answer of the tongue, are from the 
Lord?” 

It is an occasion of deep regret to me, and I doubt not to every 
individual of this audience, who is acquainted, either personaily or 
by reputation, with the venerable President of this society, that a 
long protracted course of bodily infirmity deprives us of his pre- 
sence at this anniversary. Warmly and zealously attached as he is 
to the great cause in which we are embarked, it would unquestion- 
ably afford him one of the highest of earthly gratifications to have 
been able to discharge this day the duties of his appointment. Ne- 
ver perhaps was an appointment more fitly or justly made. Pos- 
sessing a character of the highest respectability, for his years, his 
religious attainments, his literary acquirements, and the umportant 
stations he has filled in the civil institutions of his country, he wise- 
ly chose, at a period when most men are still ambitious of worldl 
honour, to renounce publick life, and with it the emoluments of of- 
fice, to enjoy in the bosom of domestick tranquility greater opportu- 
nities for exploring the hidden treasures of the sacred pages in their 
relation to the history of man, and the providences of his Maker. 
His writings testify his concern for the interests of religion, and for 
the welfare of his fellow-creatures. It was, if I mistake not, 
while confined within the walls of his chamber by disease, that he 
suggested the formation of this Society. Thus evincing not only 
his estimation of the Bible, but his solicitude for the increase of 
harmony among the various sects of professing Christians. That 
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these excellent principles lay near his heart—that infirmity, and 

ain, and sickness have not been able to lessen the ardour of his 
attachment to the dignified cause of evangelical truth, has been 
most clearly demonstrated by his distinguished gift to this society, 
made subsequent to his appointment. This Jonilise has never 
beeen excelled on a similar occasion, except perhaps in a single in- 
stance of imperial bounty. 

I therefore submit the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the thanks of this meeting be presented to Eli- 
as Boudinot, L. L. D. President of this Society, for his zealous 
and persevering efforts to form this institution and promote its in- 
terests. | 

[ We have lately received a small pamphlet from a friend in Phi- 
Jadelphia, which will undoubtedly be particularly interesting to pa- 
trons and teachers of Sunday Schools. It is entitled “The Sabbath 
School Teacher’s Monitor.” It contains two excellent addresses of 
the Rev. Thomas Raffle to the teachers of Great George street Sun- 
day School, Liverpool, England: Also, several letters addressed to 
the Southwark Sabbath School Association of Philadelphia. Omitting 
the introductory remarks of the author, we proceed to give an ex- 
tract from the body of Mr. Raffle’s first Address, delivered Sab- 
bath evening, Feb. 4, 1816. We shall hereafter continue to give 
short extracts from this work, as our limits will allow.—Eb. | 


Exrract. I. 


In this address I propose to consider the work and qualifications 
of Sunday School Teachers. 

I. The work of Sunday School Teachers.—Your work is of the 
highest order. The object of a Sunday School is the noblest in the 
universe: the knowledge which you teach 1s that of eternity and 
Gud: the end at which you aim is the renovation of the human 
mind, and the salvation of the immortal soul: the motive by which 
you are stimulated, is superior to the desire of wealth, or the love 
of fame: and the character you form infinitely transcending that 
of the scholar, the statesman, or the hero—a p Bhosvine which shall 
emerge in all the glory of that celestial world which it is destined 
to inherit, and from which its elements were drawn, amid the dis- 
solution of all things—when the proudest monuments of art are bla- 
zing round you in the general conflagration; when the trump of 
fame is silenced by the trump of the archangel; and the exploits of 
the warriour are no longer rehearsed amid the mingled transports 
and terrors of the rising dead. 

Your object is variously expressed in the sacred volume; but eve- 
ry method of expression only tending to shed still clearer light up- 
on its nature. Itis to turn many to righteousness; to win souls; to 
turn the children of disobedience to the wisdom of the just; to turn 
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their feet from the paths of the destroyer; and from the broad road 
that leadeth to destruction, into the narrow way that leadeth unto 
Uifes to translate them from the kingdom of darkness into the king- 
om of God’s dear Son. But here I must anticipate another a 
of my address, lest, at the very outset, I should be mistaken. This 
is not, properly speaking, your work, but your end. You cannot 
accomplish this. It is the prerogative of Omnipotence: the Maker 
of the universe alone can renew the heart of a child, and he that 
created all things, create him anew in Christ Jesus. But this is 
the end at which you must aim; an end which God may honour your 
instrumentality to produce; for which he has appointed means, and 
the use of which means is properly your work, and in which, when 
used for this end, and in the exercise of prayer, you have a right to 
anticipate his blessing. But if your aim be in any respect inferi- 
or to this, itis infinitely lower than it ought to be. You have aw- 
fully mistaken the nature of the business in which you are enga- 
ged; and | hesitate not to say, that the sanctity of the Sabbath is 
violated by the consecration of its hours, to what thus sinks into a 
mere temporal and secular concern. 
What is considered as an end in other schools, must be regarded 
only as a mean in your’s:—where other teachers are content to stop, 
our proper work does but begin. You teach them the art of read- 
ing, that thus, through the medium of books, they may make them- 


. Selves acquainted with the thoughts of others: and the art of read- 


ing is as precious to the poor man as the rich: it renders him inde- 
pendent of those low ah sensual sources of enjoyment, to which, 
under other circumstances, in his leisure hours he must have re- 
course, as a relief from the insufferable dullness of a fire-side at 
home, which he knows no method to enliven. And, in addition to 
the art of reading, on secular days, are communicated, especially to 
the children of the female school, other arts, the knowledge and 
practice of which will tend to make them useful members of the 
community, in which they are soon to take an active part. In con- 
nexion with these things, it is, doubtless, your care to tame, as 
much as may be, the fierceness of their tempers, and to impart a 
character of mildness and generosity to: their dispositions and their 
habits; to instil principles of integrity, subjection, and domestick 
economy, that they may not be let loose upon society like beasts of 
prey, or embark on the ocean of life, prepared to run before the 
wind in whatever direction it may blow. And here other establish- 
ments, which propose not to themselves an end like your’s, would 
be content to stop; and for this they would deserve well of society, 
whose interests they have so far promoted. ‘To this point, then, 
you travel with them, and so far you act in concert: But here you 
must leave the mere philanthropist, and assuming to yourself the 
Christian, travel on. Whither? To eternity! You must regard 
these children as the probationers for eternity—as the destined 
heirs of eternity! You must familiarize yourselves with the scenes 
of eternity; you must fix your eye intent'y on them, and aever lose 
the sight; you must embue your spirit with their awful import; you 
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must teach with eternity perpetually in view, or else you will not 
feel sufficiently for the objects of your care, to employ, with the 
diligence and ? Knell they require, the means appointed for their 
salvation: you will often sink unconsciously below your aim, and 
cool into comparative indifference, in a work to which the hopes 
and the fears of eternity alike should stimulate. 





RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


FOREIGN. 


Extracts from the Appendix to the Report of the Executive Com- 
mittee for the management of the measent, first commenced by the 
Rev. John Wesley, the Rev. Dr. Coke, and others; and now cars 
ried on under the direction of the Methodist Conference. 


No. II. Pace 54. 


Extracts from Mr. Harvard’s Letter to his Parents. 


We have made the purchase of an estate consisting of old build- 
ings, and had intended, by pulling down some old walls, to make 
one large room for a chapel: however, it was suggested that we 
should have a new front to it, and then a new roof, until it became 
~ entirely new, in all our views and wishes, and at last we resolved 
on anew chapel. I believe this was of God. Our wish was to have 
a dwelling-house, &c. on the same ground with the chapel, for which 
purpose we applied to a Moorman, who was the owner of the ad- 
joining house, and though at first he would not sell it, and after per- 
suasion, insisted on 800 rix dollars, yet by more persuasion, quo- 
tations from his Coran, to which he was obliged to submit, and the 
blessing of God, I brought him down to 600: thus we obtained this 
desirable purchase. 

I have enclosed slips of the Government Gazette, which contain 
the names of the subscribers, inserted by his excellency’s kind per- 
mission. 





The following is taken from the Ceylon Government Gazette. 
AN ADDRESS TO THE INHABITANTS OF COLUMBO. 


To the kind friends and well-wishers to the Cause of Christianity. 

The Wesleyan Missionaries beg leave respectfully to lay before 
the kind friends of Christianity in this province, that they have for 
some time deeply lamented the situation of the Pettah and its sub- 
urbs, with respect to Christian knowledge—many of its inhabitants 
are without any opportunity of religious instruction; and many, 
especially of the poorer class, are seriously sunk in their moral 
condition. 

The missionaries take the liberty to say, that in their opinion, 
the state of this people is in a great measure owing to the want of 
interest in their religious concerns; and that if some additiunal at- 
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tention were devoted to them, they humbly hope their increased 
improvement would more than repay it. 

n this they are confirmed by the fact, that the few meetings they 
have already established for religious purposes, have been conside- 
rably encouraged by the inhabitants of the Pettah and its suburbs: 
and they are happy to add, that a reformation is already oo 
in some, and that several others appear very desirous of religious 
instruction. 

These appearances, together with the pressing solicitations of se- 
veral who have offered to assist so far as their circumstances will 
enable them, have encouraged the missionaries to attempt the erec- 
tion of a place of worship in the suburbs of the Pettah, for their 
accommodation. 

For this purpose they have made the purchase of an estate, chief- 
ly oceupied by old buildings, and situate in Cayman’s street, nearly 
wppoeite Mr. Cadell’s residence. And though their plan is as 
plain and economical as possible, yet the expense will be rather 
considerable, added to the originai purchase money of the estate. 

On this account the missionaries bumbly and earnestly request 
the kind assistance of those who wish well to the Christian cause, 
and who may consider their plan as likely to prove useful. ‘They 
beg the liberty to say, they will be thankful for the smallest dona- 
tions, and assure their kind friends that their benevolence shall 
be most carefully disposed of, and they trust will not “lose its re- 
ward.” 

Main street, Pettah, June 11, 1815. 


[Here follows a list of the names of persons who contributed li- 
berally for the purpose of assisting the missionaries in the erection 
of a house for oublick worship. The whole sum of money subscri- 
bed is near!y six thousand rix dollars. ] 





The formation of Sunday Schools at Columbo, in Ceylon. 
TO THE EDITOR OF THE CEYLON GOVERNMENT GAZETTE. 


Srr—Having been solicited, by some of your constant and re- 
spectable readers, to publish the subjoined advertisement and list 
of subscriptions, I have taken the liberty to forward them to you, 
and to request the favour (should they not encroach too much on 
your columns,) that you will be so good as to insert them in your 
weekly paper. 

I have the honour to be, sir, 
Your obedient, humble servant, 
W. M. HARVARD. 

Main street, Pettah, June 11th, 1815. 


A SUNDAY SCHOOL. 
To the Inhabitants of Pettah and its Neighbourhood. 


A becoming observance of the Sabbathday is what every good 
Christian will strive to promote. 








ign 


gee SNS 














THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 199 


We cannot expect that persons will perform their duties as Christ- 
ians, unless they are, in the first place, instructed what duties they 
ought to perform. 

ersons who are grown up, and engaged in worldly business, 
have little or no time to devote to the purpose of learning. 

Youth is the season to cultivate the mind with useful knowledge; 
youth is the seed-time of life; and those who do not neglect the 
seed-time, may, with good reason, expect a gratifying harvest. 

There are many who would be glad to have their children taught 
to read; but they are so poor, that they cannot pay money for their 
instruction. 

No undertaking can be more suitable to the sacred duties of the 
Sabbath-day, than to take such poor children by the hand, and teach 
them to read the Bible, without receiving any other reward than 
the satisfaction of promoting the great cause of Christianity, and 
the pleasure of showing our gratitude for the advantages which we 
ourselves have enjoyed. 

The Wesleyan Missionaries have the pleasure to inform the in- 
habitants of the Pettah, and its neighbourhood, that they intend to 
open a Sunday School, for the instruction of poor children in the 
English language, and in the principles of Christianity, on Sunday 
next, the 4th of June. And as they will gladly teach all who come, 
without any kind of payment, they hope and beg that the inhabit- 
ants will send their children or servants, that they may learn to 
read the Holy Scriptures. 

The missionaries are peculiarly happy to begin the establishment 
of Sunday Schools in India,* on the birth-day of our beloved sove- 
reign, King George the Third; because, before his lamented afflict- 
ion, our good king expressed his Christian hope, that the time might 
soon come, when every child in his dominions would be able to 
read the Word of God. 

The school will begin at 12 o’clock, and be concluded at 3 
o’clock, that it may not interfere with any of the other duties of 
the Sabbath-day. 

Mrs. Harvard will take the charge of the girls, and one of the 
missionaries will endeavour always to be present and superintend 
the instruction of the boys. 

The missionaries are glad to say, that two or three young persons 
have kindly promised to assist in this Christian work; and they will 
thank any persons of good moral reputation, if they will likewise 
come forward, and assist in teaching the poor to read. 

N. B. Persons desirous of having their children or servants in- 
structed in this: Sunday School, are requested to attend themselves, 
or to send some one with the children, in order that their names 
may be properly entered on the school book. 


*The missionaries appear not to have been aware, that a Sunday School was established by our 
excellent brethren, the Baptist missionaries, at one of their stations on the Continent of India, 
about twelve years ago. The Sunday Seheol which our friends have established was, however, 
the first in Ceylon. 
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The school will be opened at the missionary house in Cayman’s 
street, opposite Mr. Cadell’s garcen. 

Mr. Harvard observes, that “this method of instruction meets 
with universal approbation; and a missionary who has been on the 
Island upwards of ten years, wrote me word, he was — astonish- 
ed such a plan had not occurred to his mind before. e have up- 
wards of 250 children, and 20 gratuitous teachers. We have quite 
a train of native children. A large Sunday School had also been 
established at Jaffna. The inhabitants say, “We never saw it on 
this fashion!” 





DOMESTICK. 


Proceedings of the General Missionary Canvention of the Baptist 
denomination in the United States of America, for Foreign’ Mis- 
ston, assembled in Sansom-street Meeting-house, Philadelphia, 
the 7th of May, 1817: : 


The pong was opened with an appropriate hymn and solemn 
prayer by the President. 
he delegates and proxies from Mission Societies, Associations, 
and Churches, upon producing credentials duly certified, took their 
seats. 
The Rev. Richard Furman, D. D. was elected President, and 
the Rev. Daniel Sharp, Secretary. 


The Board offered to the Convention the following 
ADDRESS, 


The Baptist Board of Foriegn Missions have, for the first time, 
the pleasure of addressing the General Convention. They rejoice 
in the return of another meeting of your beloved and venerable bo- 
dy, and pray that the spirit of wisdom and counsel, the fear of 
the Lord, and a sacred zeal for his glory, may animate and direct 
your consultations and endeavours. 

In the first and second Annual Reports, a summary of the pro- 
ceedings of the board, from the period of their appointment, has 
been given. Any additional information that may be desired, you 
will have an opportunity of collecting from the whole of the mi- 
nutes of their body, which are submitted to your perusal. 

Since the publication of the last report, the services which, in 
the course of Providence, the board has been called to fulfil, have 
been comparatively few. They have, however, with pleasure, wit- 
nessed the success which has attended measures formerly adopted; 
and derive from the review fresh motives to gratitude aad ex- 
ertion. 

en has been received of the arrival of our dear mis- 
sionary friends in India. By ‘he brethren at Calcutta, and at the 
mission-house at Serampore, they were welcomed with the accus- 
tomed hospitality of those eminent servants of God. 

Mrs. Charlotte H. White, who accompanied Mr. and Mrs. Hough, 
had her views, in common with theirs, directed to Burmah. Her 
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expectations, by a controlling Providence, have been disappointed. 
An important missionary station is established at Digah, near Pat- 
na, between 3 and 400 miles above Serampore. Mr. Joshua Rowe, 
of the English Baptist Mission, is there engaged. He solicited, 
and obtained a union in marriage with Mrs. White. The step ap- 
pears to have been approved by the brethren of the Serampore Mis- 
sion House. She has now the care of a large school, a station for 
which she is excellently qualified, where a directress was greatly 
needed, and is introduced into a sphere of respectability, usefulness, 
and comfort. The board consider it their duty to state to the con- 
vention, that not a cent of sagan has arisen to the institution 
from sending Mrs. White (now Mrs. Rowe) to the East. She sup- 
orted herself entirely, while she continued in America, and from 
has own funds procured her outfit. ‘Two hundred dollars besides 
she left in the hands of the treasurer, which, as she is now connected 
with the English mission, the Board is of cpinion ought to be re- 
turned her. May she prove, in her new situation, like Priscilla, a 
helper in the Lord Jesus. Dr. Carey says, “I consider her mar- 
riage as a very providential circumstance. At Digah she cannot fail 
of being useful.” Dr. Hinton, Assistant Secretary of the English 
Baptist Society, ingeniously observes, that “England and America 
have plighted ie at a missionary altar, by their respective re- 
presentatives, Mr. Rowe and Mrs. White. Every one augurs good 
from their union.” 
Soon after the arrival of brother Hough in India, he applied for 
a passage on board a brig from Calcutta for Rangoon. He carried 
with him, asa present from the Serampore brethren, a printing 
press, types, paper, and other articles. Some serious difficulties 
occurred in his descending the Hoogly river, which are detailed at 
large in a communication, now presented, and constrained his re- 
turn to Calcutta. The difficulties were such as call for the sympa- 
thy of every feeling, and especially of every parental bosom. 
Some loss to the mission has been sustained; but it is such as may 
reasonably be, sometimes, expected, yet such as it is hoped will not 
frequently occur. He embarked a second time on the 17th of Sep- 
tember, 1816, and has arrived safely, at his destination. Brother 
Judson appears much pleased with him as a missionary associate. 
May he prove eminently useful. At Rangoon a church has been 
formed. This, it is believed, is the first church ever constituted in 
that empire on the real basis of the Gospel; and surely our deno- 
mination throughout the United States must feel thekeel ves sacred- 
ly — for its support. 

y communications from the brethren at Rangoon, it appears 
they are see & encouraged in their important work. Bro- 
ther Judson and wife are truly valuable persons. He has laboured 
under indisposition for some months past, but isin a good degree, 
recovered. He has composed a tract in the Burman language, 
which brother Hough will he able to print immediately. Of this 
difficult language he appears to be already master, and is both 
facilitating its acquisition for associates and successors, and pro- 
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gressing in the translation of the Scriptures of truth. May his life 
be preserved for many years tocome. More missionaries in Bur- 
mati are anxiously desired. 

The board cannot, they wish not to conceal from you, that in the 
discharge of their internal duties they have experienced much em- 
barrassment and obstruction. Convinced of the integrity of their 
aims, and of the propriety and importance of the measures they 
have pursued pa accomplished, they respectfully ask of the 
convention an attentive investigation. of their conduct, and an 
avowal of the sentiments of your body whether it deserve cen- 
sure or support. 

Suggestions which have been offered relative to the propriety of 
altering, in some points, the constitution of the convention, the 
board have taken into serious consideration. They apprehend that 
instruments of this description ought to be held as sacred as pos- 
sible, so that changes occur only when imperious necessity, or a 
conviction of solid advantage shall require them. They have rea- 
son to believe that bequests have been made to the convention, 
which a variation of the title might render precarious. But from 
the experience of three years, and the best light they have been 
able to obtain, they are of opinion that the following alterations 
will be beneficial, and are expedient, viz. That the powers of 
this convention be extended so as to embrace home missions and 
plans for the encouragement of education; and that hencefor- 
rg the quorum of the board for the transaction of business be 

ye. 

A communication from our agent, Mr. Rice, relative to his late 
tour, has been laid before the board, to which we refer you. Until 
the present time he has been employed in the United States for 
originating and encouraging mission institutions, and for organ- 
izing and establishing a system of general intercourse. It is ob- 
vious that many important advantages have resulted from this mea- 
sure. The distinct sense of the convention, however, upon the 

ropriety of continuing such an agency, it would be proper the 
oard should possess. 

The board are deeply convinced of the propriety of immediate 
attention to the state of the Indians of our own country. Habits 
of civilization among them will necessarily be connected with the 
reception of the gospel. They are heathen which, from their 

roximity, have a special claim upon your pious zeal. It is be- 
lieved that suitable persons can be obtained to go among them. 
Large fields also are to be found, especially in the western sections 
of our country, where the truths of the gospel are rarely, if ever, 
proclaimed. 

Several very interesting documents have been received from In- 
dia, which the board have the pleasure of presenting you. They 
rejoice that the cause of God is evidently increasing in the earth, 
and trust the time is not remote when the kingdoms shall become 
the Lord’s. 

The board are sensible that the means usually employed by the 
Supreme Head of the church for the advancement of undefiled re- 
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ligion is the preaching of the Divine Word, and that it is of im- 

rtance that the preacher be furnished as extensively as possible 
for his important work. They respectfully call your attention to 
the general subject of education, and hope your wisdom may con- 
trive means for the advancement of this important object. 

The labours of the corresponding secretary, greatly diversified 
and extended, must, as the board are sensible, necessarily occupy 
a large portion of his time, and require much care and exertion. 
The board respectfully submit to the convention the propriety of 
an expression of their opinion, as to his receiving a reasonable 
compensation. 

With sentiments of Christian esteem, 
By order of the board, 
HORATIO G. JONES, Rec. Sec. pro. tem. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


FOR THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 


Important Remarks. 


We should not refuse heavenly treasure because we dislike the 
vessel that contains it. Sometimes the hand that brings a cordial 
is the cause of its being rejected: but remember this, that when 
gold is offered, men are not concerned whether he be great or base 
who presents it, their eye is upon the treasure: neither should we, 
by whom the rich consolations of the gospel are offered to us, 
whether by the hand of Isaiah, a prophet of the blood royal, or 
of Amos, from among the herdsmen of Jekoah. Feed upon Hea- 
ven’s dainties, whatever the hand be that presents them. 

Though graces are our best jewels, yet they are so imperfect, 
and frequently so obscured by sin, that we are nat able to see their 
lustre. 

Persecution brings death in one hand, and life in the other, for 
while it kills the body, is crowns the soul. Plutarch says, that 
when the Gauls had tasted of the wine which was made of the 
grapes of Italy, nothing would suffice them but Italy: So a soul 
that has once tasted of the goodness of God, and the sweetness 
of his presence, can be satisfied with nothing but more of that 
goodness; saying, it is better than life itself. 

Laban frequently changed Jacob’s wages, yet Jacob never ne- 
glected Laban’s work. If God should not grant us all that happi- 
ness we desire, but turn our comforts into sorrows, our spring into 
winter, yet we should never neglect to do his work; but, coutinue 
waiting upon him, till he shall lift up the light of his countenance 
upon us. Z. 


BIBLES FOR SEAMEN. 
TO THE EDITOR OF THE EVANGELICAL MAGAZINE. 
Sir—In your valuable Magazine, some months back, I was re- 
joiced to find a plan proposed for distributing the word of God 
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among the seamen in the merchant’s service. I wish it God-speed! 
I have been brought up to the sea; and, in the course of forty years, 
have experienced many wonderful deliverances; but in every diffi- 
culty I always found my Bible that which enabled me to trust in 
him whom winds and seas obey. In every storm I sought direction © 
from it, and never was disappointed: it is the seaman’s true guide. 
J therefore endeavoured to impress its value on the minds of m 
children, that they might continue to seek directions from it, as 
had done. 

In 1814, my son sailed from London for Canada. When he got 
as far as the Banks of Newfoundland, the ship sprung aleak. The 
wind being contrary, they bore up, to ply the pumps the better. 
Being a small vessel, they could relieve but one at a times which 
they continued to do for six days and nights. In this period they 
broke up and hove overboard a great part of the cargo; yet the wa- 
ter gained to four feet. At eight in the evening of the sixth day, it 
being my son’s turn to be relieved, he, with his passengers, went 
down to wrestle with God in prayer; which, with reading the Scrip- 
tures, was their usual evening’s employ. Before the time expired 
that he was to return to the pump, they were condoling with each 
other, and had given over all hopes that they would be able to keep 
the ship through the night. As they were standing one on each 
side the table on which the Bible was laid, he opened the precious 
book, and the first passage that met his eye was Acts xxvii. 22. 
‘Now I exhort you to be of good cheer, for there shall be no loss 
of any man’s life amongst you, but the ship.” They encouraged 
each other with these words, and returned to the pump; and though 
before, he says, their arms were ready to fall from their sockets, 
their fears now fled, their strength was renewed, and they believed 
that the Lord would deliver them. 

In the course of the night the wind fell, and the weather became 
fine. When day appeared, the man at the helm called out “A 
sail!” and to their great joy the vessel was steering direct for them. 
They laid to (as it is termed) took to their boats, and had but just 
time to save themselves and clothes; for a few,hours after they 
had got on board the other ship, they saw their own go down. 
This is an instance of the value of the Bible. Though I am no ad- 
vocate for cutting, as some have done, to find a promise to our case; 
but had they not possessed the Bible, and made it “the man of their 
counsel,” they could not have taken the encouragement from it. 

In this case, it not only strengthened their faith, but imparted, 
as it appeere’ bodily strength also. ¢I rejoice, therefore, at the 
Sees . May the Lord make it effectual to the turning some 

rom their vain courses! For a seaman to go without a Bible, he 
may as well go without a chart; but taking it for his guide, he need 
not fear; for in the greatest extremity he will find in it a course 
laid down, that will in the end direct him in safety to the haven of 
Eternal Rest. It is my sincere desire and prayer that every bro- 
ther sailor may avail himself of this most valuable direction, and 
abide by its truths. Had I a voice to reach them all, I would say, 
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“Tempt not the faithless ocean without this precious guide;” and 
to the owners I would say, “Rather attempt to send your ship with- 
out a rudder than her crew without a Bible.” 

A SAILOR. 


‘FROM THE LONDON JEWISH EXPOSITOR, MARCA 1817. 


Account of the Conversion of Levi P. and Catharina M. from the 
Jewish Religion to Christianity. 


ConverTeED Jews.—Levi, the son of an honest Jew, well 
known at Schiedam, who with the utmost strictness observed the 
severe precepts of the rabbins, was, as well as his deceased brother 
= a good sense) a Jewish free-thinker; having a great respect for 

oses and the prophets, but by no means satisfied with the tradi- 
tions of the Talmud, on which the brothers often conversed toge- 
ther, and communicated their doubts to one another. 

Catharine, the daughter of parents who as she says, are very ho- 
nest and virtuous, but rather bigoted by Jewish precepts, had for- 
merly lived as servant with some tespectable Portuguese Jews, at 
whose house she first heard the New Testament and Christianity 
spoken of as worthy of some attention; and she came with her 
master and mistress to England, where she got acquainted with 
some Christian servants, which led her to form a still more favour- 
able opinion of Christianity. 

Catharina, first cousin of Levi and his brother, having taken 
charge of their house-keeping, often heard her brothers discourse 
freely of several points of the Jewish faith, in which they differed 
from other Jews without being offended, conducting herself accord- 
ing to the situation in which she stood, and conniving at their not 
observing the Jewish customs in every particular. 

The brother of Levi was very much indisposed, and sometimes 
stood in need of veal soup and other strengthening things. He 
felt the inconvenience of the diet allowed by the Jewish Talmud 
to those who are weak and sickly; which strengthened his opinion, 
that those laws could not be of God, as his laws are calculated to 
promote the happiness of mankind and not their misery. His bro- 
ther Levi agreed with him in this; and both began to perceive that 
the ecclesiastical and civil laws of Moses were only temporary and 
local, being calculated for Israel in the hot climate of Canaan, and 
not for other climates, where they could not be permanent nor 
lasting. 

This led them further to examine the nature and tendency of the 
Mosaical dispensation, to consider the present state of their peo- 
ple, and to inquire into the reason of their being banished out of 
Canaan: and they could not rest satisfied in the answers of the rab 
bins on these questions: “Why Israel is excluded from Canaan? 
and, What can be the cause that the Messiah, their deliverer, does 
not come to the help of his people?” 

The brother of Levi dying in this uncertainty, Levi himself was 
made acquainted with the New Testament by means of the sur 
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geon who attended his brother. Reading this divine book, together 
with his cousin Catharina, they both felt an uncommon attachment 
to the person of Jesus of Nazareth. 

In Levi’s opinion, Jesus was a great man, because he dared 
openly to contradict the Pharisees, who cast a veil over the law 
of God, and defended their precepts to the injury of the true 
faith. 

In Catharina’s opinion, Jesus was a minister worthy of great es- 
teem for his excellent morals, chiefly for his command “Love your 
enemies.” Both formed a faousable opinion of the person of the 
Redeemer; but still doubted of his being the Messiah. For this 
reason they asked the person who gave them the New-Testament, 
for the Old, which they had not yet read entirely. This havin 
obtained, and considered the near affinity between the Old an 
New-Testament they both concluded, “The Old Testament is de- 
fective without the New: and the New-Testament is a clear com- 
pletion of the Old.” Respecting the Saviour they were, and still 
remained doubtful; and chiefly, because he himself complained, as 
he hung on the cross, that boa had forsaken him, whereas they 
thought that God neither would nor could forsake the true Messiah. 
Being oppressed with this burden, and not knowing how to obtain 
satisfaction, they took the resolution, of going once to the Christ- 
ian Church, which they did, providentially, just before Easter, 
when the passion of Christ was the subject of discourse, particu- 
larly his exclamation on the cross, Eloi, Eloi, &c. They now per- 
cieved the cause why Jesus was thus left in his sufferings was, 
that he then made his soul an offering for sin, for the sins of his 
people. They acknowledged him to be the Messiah, and sought to; 
be instructed in the doctrines of Christianity. 

Two winisters of the Gospel (both members and directors of the 
Dutch Missionary Society) interested themselves on their account, 
and gave them every necessary instruction: the consequence of 
which was, that they made a confession of the Christian faith, in 
the Reformed Church: and were baptized on the 9th of Septem- 
ber, 1799, which was the day of the feast of tabernacles among the 
Jews. 

Those ministers have taught them that the Christian religion is, 
in fact, the same as the religion of Abraham, but more elucidated, 
and with this difference, that God in the time of Abraham, reveal- 
ed himself by promises and predictions; but has now revealed him- 
self, by his Son our Lord Jesus Christ; in whom he will be acknow- 
ledged, trusted, and obeyed. They were glad to hear that the God 
of Abraham was the God of the Christians, and that they believed 
in the same God as did the Jews. 

On the quescion, whether it displeased them or not to hear men- 
tioned, in the Christian belief, the Son of God and the Holy Spirit, 
they answered, “No: because they found that the Son of God 
and the Holy Spirit were plainly mentioned in the Old-Testa- 
ment. 
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Not being bigoted Jews, they were ready to accept the Gospel 
doctrine, of the justification of a sinner before God through faith, 
without the works of the law. 

When any Jew asked Levi, if he had turned Atheist by being 
Christian, he answered, That he still believed in the God of A- 
braham and with Abraham’s faith; but refused and forsook the tra- 
ditions of men only.” Being asked if he still used his bed cords,* 
his answer was, “No: that he needed them in the time he was an 
unenlightened Jew; but that. since he was a Christian, he had found 
by experience the fulfilment of the holy promise, “I will write my 
law in their hearts.” 


FROM THE RELIGIOUS REMEMBRANCER. 


Extract of a Letter from Alfred Hennen, Esq. of New-Orleans; 
dated 20th of February, 1817; to the Corresponding Secretary 
of the Religious Historical Society of Philadelphia. 


My professsion here is that of the law; but I have considered it 
as a privilege and an honour that Providence has permitted me to 
labour in another cause; the cause of Bible Societies; in which so 
many of the good and great of almost every land and tongue are 
engaged. New-Orleans is so situated that it must be a station of 
great importance in a religious point of view, for distributing, Bibles, 
and for missionaries. ‘The Spanish provinces in our neighbourhood, 
totally destitute of the word of God, certainly will excite much in- 
terest in the United States. I have lately had an opportunity of 
distributing a considerable number of Spanish New-Testaments to 
captains, crews, passengers, &c. of vessels, going to Campeache, 
Havanna, &c. The Spaniards generally appear much pleased with 
obtaining the New-Testament, but would be more so with the whole 
of the Bible. The cause of our Bible Society is going on very 
well. Ishallshortly prepare the third report, which when publish- 
ed, I will send you. I will give you a detailed account of the First 
Protestant Church in Louisiana, as soon as my numerous avoca- 
tions will permit. 

A number of ladies in the city of Burlington, N. J. have sent 
to the treasurer of the American Bible Society thirty dollars, to 
constitute their pastor, the Rev. Dr. Charles H. Wharton, rector 
of St. Mary’s church, a member for life of the American Bible 
Society. —Cn. Hd. 


— a 


YROM THE ST. FRANCISVILLE (WEST FLORIDA) CENTINEL, JUNE 17. 
a 


Tue Sapeatu.—Sunday last, the merchants of this villa 
elosed their doors by general consent, and refused to sell a single 
commodity! This is the first determined effort we recollect to have 
known made in Louisiana, to pay due respect to that holy day. 


*We suppose by way of discipline or penance. 
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From “Arabia,” a poem, by Johnston Grant. 


HEARD ye yon wail round Horeb’s arid base, 
The murm’ring of a proud, infuriate race! 
Near the tall crag their guide’s commanding form 
Stands with stern brow—the pow’r that quells the storm; 
His bold rod smites the mountain’s flinty side: 
Down-the parch’d vale th’ obedient waters glide, 
Where mad with fever’d thirst, promiscuous ranks 
Hail the new stream, and crowd its fresh’ning banks; 
Fresh’ning—For He, whose might the boon bestows, 
Speaks, and the desart blossoms as the rose; 
Thus swift the silver tide, by breezes fann’d, 
And edged with verdure, sweeps along the sand; 
While flow’rets, crush’d like infants of a day, 
Just start to light, and bloom to pass away. 


Life’s vain distinctions lost as in the grave, 
Headlong all Israel seeks the swelling wave; 
And pow’r and weakness, indigence and wealth, 
Commingling, pant to catch th’ advancing health; : 
There the proud tribe-chief to the margent stoops; 
Here, while with hollow’d hand, some cripple scoops 
‘The beverage odol, nor gemm’d nor vine-froth’d bowl 
Seems half so grateful to his sated soul. 


Thus sun-parch’d Mynians at Tritonis rush’d, 
To quaft the torrents from the cleft that gush’d; 
Thus earliest bees, invited o’er the plain 
By some soft morn, and questing sweets in vain, 
Ere spring hath hung her blossoms on the bowers, 
Swarm round the lonely violet’s opening flowers. 


As press’d th’ exulting throngs with frenzied haste, 
The timorous yield, the feebler are displaced; 
YVill columns blending from each adverse brink, 
Contend, all raging at the wave to drink; 
Yet Mercy, stretching from the foremost bands, 
Yields the full helmet to the mother’s hands; 
Whose yearning love her own parch’d lip denies, 
To hush her fainting cherub’s moaning cries. 
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